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LETTER 
ca ARLES. F PITCH, TO A BROTHER. CLERGYMAN, = — q 


to our readcts. twill be a feast to them. “We have no occasion to apologine for | 


& My Dr AR Broruer,—Since i the j interview I had’ with you: the other 
- day, on board | the steamboat, |. have had a very g creat desire to tell. _ 
-you more than. I then had opportunity to do, of, my feelings, and aes oe ae 
ithe dealings of our Blessed Saviour with me in the manifestations : aa ee 
__his Jove. “The. manner of that: interview.» affected: me: exceedingly; 
“opening a ‘fountain of, tenderness in my heart, which, in spite of 
_would have an outlet: at my’ Leyes, for: a'eonsiderable time’ after’ you 
“left me, and which gushes still as [think of: you. ‘Of late 
find but few among those, who once regarded me as a: brother: 
Chiist; who. are Now. willing” tormanifest confidence itmeasisuch,and § 
-; when one of them how adresses me, as you did, froin a heart Which eae 
I could not but see had been’ raplend: to by the. love of q 
Christ, I feel instantly that, if permitted, I could bury my face-in 


and- weep} not because’ T ani tinhappy, for I feel that Hesin © 
‘whom dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, has done, ‘and : 


1S ‘doing, all that an infinity of love, and wisdom, and power cando, = 
to complete and perpetuate my of joy in Him: but bécause 


my heart, runs over, whenever meet any one.in whom I see,as 

‘did seein yourself,-a manifestation-of the spirit of my blessed. Saviour. 

And now, my dear. brother, (for my heart, which even now unlocks 

“its ‘fountain of tears‘as I write, will not allow, me to‘address you by. 

any other title, although: I stand before the world as a wanderer from =, -\.) 4 

the right ways, ‘ofthe Lord ,) will you permit me to spread out before : ae 
You, as the Lord shall enable me, some of those ‘conceptions: of the, 
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truth, which have led me to adopt, and which seem to me to be con= 
firming me more and more in the opinions, for the publication of which 
I am regarded by my brethren as unsound in the faith. 

I find in the fourth chapter of John’s Ist epistle, at the 16th and 
' 17th verses, the following declarations: “‘ And we have known and 
believed the love that God hath to us. God is love : and he that 
dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him. Herein is our 
love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment, 
~ because as He is, so are we in this world.” I also find the following 
in the third chapter of Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians. ‘ For this. 
cause, | bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of 
whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, that he would 
grant you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened 
vith might by his spirit in the inner man; that Christ may dwell an 
your hearts by faith’ that ye being rooted and grounded in love, may _ 
~ be able to comprehend, with all saints, what is the breadth, ‘and | 


passeth knowledge, that. yesmight bes filled with all the fullness of 
God, Now unto him that-is able to do exceeding abundantly, above 
all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, 
‘unto him be tend in the church, HY Christ Jesus, throughout all ages, 


world without'end, Amen.” 

After such €x pressions as these respecting the love of Christ,” 
~« What shall we say to these things? ~ If God be for us, who can be 
‘against us? He that spared not. his own Son, but delivered: him 
- for us all, how shall he not with him also freely vive us all things?” 


greatest injury or dishonor I can do my Saviour, is to doubt his love 
“to me, or to refuse to: know and believe it; and it seems that. 
Tam infinitely removed from all possible danger of having too enlarged 
conceptions of the love of Christ toward me, or of what. he, in “the 
~ exercise of that love, is willing to do for ine, in- any thing that W ould 
truly promote my good. I seem to myself, when attempting to pre- 
sent the love of Christ to men, after having done all I can to enlarge 
_ and amplify my own views and those of others, on such a theme, to. 
~~ stand as though holding a single drop of water upon my finger’s end, 
for the purpose of describing the Pacific ocean. I could say it is like 
this drop of water, but it is ten thousand miles in extent, and too deep | 
to be fathomed.. So, after all, 1 can say of the love of Christ,and 
after the most enlarged conceptions of it which my little mind: can’. 
possibly encompass, I seem to myself to be looking at, and holding up 
to the sight of others, but a single drop from an ocean which: “has” 


— utmost, to.comprehend the. breadth, and length, and depth, and height, 
itis still the love of Christ that passeth knowledge. Such, doubtless, 


It seems to me now, In view of such expressions as these, that. the | 


neither bottom nor shore ;, for, alter stretching our thoughts to the | 


ey, length, and ‘depth, and height, and: to know the love of Christ which’ 
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Letter by Rev. Charles Fitch. 123 
it will continue to be through eternity ; and though our power may 
eternally expand to broader breadths, and reach to farther lengths, and 
plunge to deeper depths, and tower to loftier heights, we shall but be 
‘going’ on to know and comprehend, with all the saints, the love of 
Christ, which passeth knowledge. I feel, therefore, that I ani at an 
infinite distance from all danger of exaggerating the love of Chnist, or 
forming too enlarged conceptions of what my Redecmer, in the exer- 
pipe of that ready te do for 
Now, my dear brother, I am taught in the Bible, that the divine 
- power of God hath given unto us all things that pertain to life and | 
godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory 
and virtue. Whereby are given untous exceeding great and precious 
promises, that by these we might become partakers of the divine na- — 
ture, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.” 
I also read that the Son of God, Christ Jesus, who has been preached 
unto us, “is not yeaand nay, but in him isyea. For all the promises 
of God in. him are yea, and in him amen, unto the glory of God by 


Sus.” By.awhich T'understand, that the Lord Jesus Christ is faithful 


An«falfilling to-us every promise of God’s grace, for the: fulfillment ofS 
- which we will acknowledge our dependence on him, and exercise — 
faith in him. When we trust in Christ for the fulfillment 
these promises, be will show us his faithfulness in their fulfillment, and 
, for that faithfulness we shall praise him, and thereby glorify him; for — 
it is written, “ Whoso offereth praise, glorifyeth me; and thus all 
beady the promises of God in him are yea, and in him amen, untothe glory 
God by us.” It cannot be, then, my brother, that my concep- 
tions of the love of Christ have exceeded the reality, when T-re- 
gard him as loving me sufliciently to fulfill in me alk the “exceeding 
_ great and precious promises which were given me, that I might bea _ 
partaker of the divine nature, having escaped -the corruption that \is 
the world through lust.” I do believe, my: brother, that my. \ 
Saviour loves me well eviough certainly to fulfil in me all these prom- 
-ises, when I confide in his love for it. Weread that “ Sarahreceived . 


strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was 0 © 
past age, because she judged him faithful that had promised.’ Now 


if T judge him faithful who hath promised that if T confess my sins ) 
‘he is faithful and just to forgive my sins, and to cleanse me from all 
unrighteousness,” shall I find him faithful? or do I exaggerate his — 
_, love toward me, when I believe that he loves me well enough todo 
_ for me just what he has promised to do? Iam told that/God has. 
covenanted and sworn, and raised up Christ a horn of salvation to~ 
the covenant and oath,-that he will unto me, “that I being 


‘delivered out of the -hands of my enemies, may serve him without 
fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all the days of my life.” 


Now do my conceptions of the love of Christ exceed the reality, when — 
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I confide in his love to do all this forme? Have my apprehensions 
of that love of Christ which passeth knowledge, so soon spanned a 
breadth that is illimitable, and outreached a length which knows no ~ 
‘bound, and sounded a depth which is fathomless, and overtopped a 
height which has no $tmmit? Besfdes, hoW do I treat my Saviour, 
when [ will not regard him as true to his own covenant and oath? 
He said at the institution of the supper, “This is the New Testament 
in my blood.” By a covenant in blood, I understand something like 
the following: A friend, in circumstances 6f great interest and solem- 
nity, wishing to give another the trongest possible pledge of change- 
less fidelity, opens a vein, and dips his pen in his own. blood, and 
writes out a covenant, and presents this as the strongest. possible 
timonial of his plichted faith. Now God has said, “ "This is my cove- 
with them, when I shall take away.their-sins.-’1 will bring forth’ 7 
~ out of Zion the Deliverer, and he shall turn away ungodliness from * 
_dacob.”’ Jeremiah, also, and, Paul, to the Hebrews, speak of anew 
covenant, in which God has » ‘promised to put-his: love into the ‘hearts 
of his: people, ‘and: write it in their minds. Of this new covenant, = 
Christ is called. the Mediator and Surety: «ministers are called war 
- ministers of the New ‘Testament, not of the letter that killeth, but of ° FF 
the spirit that giveth life. It seems to me, that God has covenanted ne 
'to take away Sins - by putting: his law into our hearts and writing 
it in our minds,—thas circumcising our hearts to love the Lord our’ 
~ God with alk our heart and with all our soul, that we may live: 
iclean water upon us and making us clean, from all our 
and all our idols cleansing us; causing our sins, which were 
‘as scarlet and crimson, to become as snow and: wool: thoroughly, 
our ‘dross, and taking away: our tin ; ; causing that we defile 
_ourselves no more with our idals, nor, with, our. detestable things, AOL 
ay of our transoressions; but saving us out of all our dw elling 
places, wherein we have sinned ; and. cleansing us, that so weimay. be’ 
his: people, and he be our God; loving us; and | iving himself for us, 
_ that he may sanctify and cleanse us with the w ashing of water by: the 
_ word, and present us unto himself a glorious church, not -having spot 
or W rinkle, or any such thing, bat that we should be- holy and “with- 
out blemishes promising to dwell j in, and walk in us, that we, having 
_ these promises, may cleanse ourselves from “ all fi Ithiness 2 the flesh 
cand spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” 

_ Now no one will deny that, if Christ should fall his own promises © 
in me, | should be cleansed from all unrigntcousness. And it seems 
to me, that to fulfil these new covenant promises, was the very pur- 
‘pose which he came, and that, in pledge of changeless and eternal 
fidelity to ths covenant, that he will take away our sins. Hehas poured. . 
out all his blood on the cross—thus giving us a covenant, a New Tes-.. 
tament, in blood, and encouraging us to rely on his own faith thus 
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Letter by Rev. Charles Fitch. 
plighted, that he will cleanse us from all distighteousness : covenant- 
ing with us, and swearing to us, that he will ‘grant unto us ‘ that we, 
being delivered out of the hand of our enemies, may serve him with- 
out fear, i in holiness and righteousness before hin all the days of our » 

life.” | 

The case, then, in my view, is this : ‘Christ has come to make 
atonement for us ; ‘the design of which is explained by God to Moses, 
when he said, “'The priest shall make atonement for you, to cleanse 
you, that ye may be clean from all your sins before the Lord.” How 
~ much more, then, shall the blood of Christ, who, through the eternal 
een offered himself without spot to God, purge your constience 

from dead works, to serve the living God? 966 But now once in the — 

of the hath he: appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice, 

OF: himself, God then has cov enanted to cleanse 1 me from all unrigh-— 

-teousness. Christ has pledged himself to fulfil’ the covenant, and 

given me that pledge in his own heart’s blood,—the strongest possi- — 

ble seal or evidence of changeless fidelity to. hig’ p lighted faith;—— 
this covenant and oath he.is pledged. to fulfil to me, not when 
die, but. all the days. of my | life.’ Shall I now'say, Lord Jesus, 

thy love and confide in it, and henceforth. rely on thy’ | 

—\_ fulness, pledged in the last drop of thine: own heart’s blood, that thou 
wilt preserve my whole’ spirit, and soul, and. body, blameless to thy. 
. coming ? or shall I say, I dare not. believe. that my Saviour loves nie 

: well enough to do this for me, and that the pledge of his own heart’s 

Ss “blood of faithfulness to this covenant is, not a_pledge on which I dare. 

rely? “Can I thus treat my blessed Saviour, who shed-his blood for 
. me, as though his own plighted faith, his covenant in blood, was not | * 
worthy of beine trusted? It seems to me, my brother, that [ could 

_-not.be guilty of a greater sin, than thus to doubt’ my Redeemer’s dove ; 

and: there is no view, of that love that so melts 1 my heart, and so pros- i 

trates nie atthe feet of my Saviour, to wash them with my tears and 

- Wipe them with the hairs of my head, and anoint them with- the oil | 

“of my purest love, as when [ look upon him as‘coming into the world 

and loving me so well as to. be willing to pluck me ‘from the. dung- 

4’ Ail, and: draw me forth from. the very gutter of all my uncleanliness, 
and cleanse me, until Lam made fit for his love, receiving ine‘to his _, 
own arms; cand pillowing my entire. being upon his own bosom, where | 

de <P may ‘continually feel the strong. heavings, the mighty pulsations of . 

re, his own infinite heart of love. He has ‘assured me that they that — 

oy ‘seek the Lord shall: not want any g cood thing; and it seems to me. 

Pees that there is no good thing which my Saviour so delights to bestow, 

as to give me such. a conformity, to his own blessed image, that he 
can look uppn me-and say in lis own language to his church, "Thou 
art all fair, my love, there is no spot in thee.” What is ae within : 


_ SA, the com pass. of thought, which he can be SO glorifyed in giving or Y 
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strange anxiety, and her eyes” cashing forth tears: she throws ‘her 
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I made so blessed in receiving? Shall I doubt his love? Is it nota 
love surpassing knowledge ! ? Shall I dishonor it by saying that he 
does not love me well enough to do all this for me, and to do it now? 
My brother, I must not, I dare not, will not, [ cannot thus dishonor 
my. own crucified Saviour, who has covenanted: with mein his own 
heart’s blood, to take away my sins. Blessed be his name, I have 
no desire thus to dishonor him. I have proved his power and 
faithfulness to cleanse from all unrighteousness, and [ must bear wit- 
ness to that faithfulness, though the world call me Beelzebub, as they 


~ealled Him. His church is called the br ide, the Lamb’s wife. Sup- 


pose now that your own beloved wife, from whom you have received 
too many expressions of faithful affection even to doubt her love, 
should come to you on a day with, her heart all panting with some 


__arms ‘around. your: neck, her face in-your bosom and weeps. 
~ At your’earnest entreaty, she tells you thatlall her distress arises from 


a dreadful fear that has been awakened within her, that she may be- 
™" overcome at some time by some powerful and unexpected temptation, 
led into the commission of. some act t of dreadful unfaithfulness to 
‘/the relation’ which she sustains to-you. Again and again she assures: 


you of her love, and tells’ you that w ith her present feelings, death 


+ would be far preferable to the doing of a deed so dreadful, and yet Re 
knowing the weakness of a fallen nature, and the. strength and sub-| 


tilty of temptation, she has no-confidence in herself that she shall be 


‘able to overconie.;,and then entreats you by the love you | bear her, . 
"by all the endearments of that; most endearing of all éarthly relations 
_ «which you sustain to each other; to do all in your power to throw 


around her an influence that shall save ler frony-the snare, iIntow hich, 


ifleft to herself, she so greatly fears that may one day fall. 


pose now it were in. your power to raise her and wipe away. her tears, 
~ and smile upen ‘her, ‘and ever after show. wher, in. yourself, ‘person! 


and,a character, so lovely i in her view, as to draw-forth all her 


tions, and fix’ them upon yourself so strongly, that under every tempt- 
ation which could possibly arise to any infidelity or unkindness tow ard 
"you, every feeling of her heart would exclaim, how ean I do such a 
“wickedness, and sin against. a husband so w orthy of my love? And 


Vy 


suppose you had it fully 3 in your power to vive her, by such a mani-: 
festation of your own character and love to her, an assurance that she | 
_ should certainly be kept from every possible temptation that would at 


once allay all her fears, and fill her with perfect peace, so that her 


countenance, before so sad, should be lizlited up with smiles of vlad 


ness, and heart, so with anxiety and fear, be evermore filled, 


on that. subject, with fulness of joy, would you hesitate to do this ? 
onan _ Would not the happiness of your wife, and your own honor, be mo- | 
“tives Sufliciently Powerful to lead you, at her entreaty, at once to 
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make such a manifestation of your own character to her view, as 
should rais® her and keep her above*the temptation whiclr she should — 
~* fear? You know, my brother, that there is nothing which you so 
~ much value in a wife, as the unsullied purity and changeless fidelity 
of her affection toward you. What better thing can you do to secure © 
this, than to let her sce in yourself, to the utmost of your power, © 
every thing that is worthy of her love? Now Paul says to the phe-- 
sians, “ Husbands, love your wives, even .as Christ also loved the 
Church, and gave himself for it: that He might sanctify and cleanse | 
‘jt with the washing of water by the word; that He might present it 
unto Himself a clorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any 
such thing, but that it should .be ho! y and: without blemish.” Now, 
brother, do you love your-wife. better than Christ Ins Church ? 
And when you know that your’heart Would leap,for joy to. be able to 
fix her affections, with perfect and unchanging purity, upon yourself, - 
by such a manifestation of yourself to her as shoald thus win and ~ 
secure her love, have you come to exceed that love of Christ to his | 
Church which passeth knowledge?» Since Christ. has loved his, — 
~ Church,.and given himself for her perfect purity, as we have from > 
the scripture thus quoted, will he not take an unspeakable pleasure in — 
rendering her thas pure, whenever she will come to him and confide 
Should a wife turn away from her husband, and shut her ears to the 
voice of his love, and throw hersclf into snares, it would be out of his_ 
power to win her, by any thing that he could show, her of himseli?: 
So. when the Church will turn away from her Redeemer, and “scat- _ 
- ter her ways with strangers,” it is not to be expected that he will purify — 

_ her by the manifestations of his presence and love. But when any — 
one of his people comes to him panting after righteousness, desiring, — 
\..-mere than life, to be wholly conformed to his will,and to havea heart — 
so filled and fixed with love to him, and to ‘be made so blessed and. 


eg 
YK 


\ 
\ 


‘ happy in him, that all possible inducements to wander from him, even 
inthought, shall for ever lose their power, does not he, whose love for 
blood-bought Church passeth knowledge, love that hungering, 
~~ thirsting, panting soul sufiiciently to make such a manifestation of his 
own ‘glorious excellency as to fix all the affections of such an one 
upon himself, to an extent so entire and changeless, that all induce- 
_. »ments to sin, either from the world or Satan, shall for ever lose their — 
-, power? Is not Christ able ‘to do all this for his people when they 
will come and trust in-him for it; andif able, is he not ready 
faithful?’ Does his. power to bless them, when they will: confide in) 
~~ um, ever exceed his love toward them? Did be not love the guilty 
_ ones of Jerusalem even Weyond his power to do them good; and was 
. he-not-affected even to tears, when he saw that the overflowing of 


w 


__his benevolence toward them never could-be gratified, in consequence 
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ea look to chim and say, like the. leper, ‘ noe if thou wilt thou ‘canst 
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of their refusing tocome to him that they#hight have life? And now 
when his people come to him and hang upon him for the smiles of 
his love, and entreat him, with tears, that they may be redeémed from 
all iniquity, and be made holy and without blame before him in love; _ 
if he is able so to unveil his glory before their spiritual vision, as en- 
tirely to fix all their affectionssupon himself, and thus ‘ sanctify them 
wholly, and preserve their whole spirit ‘and soul and body: blameless. 
_to his coming,” is he not “ faithful to do it???) 
It is in this way, I believe, that he does sanctify his people. ‘Christ “a 
said, in relation to the Holy Sp init, “ He shall not speak of himself; 
He shall glorify me ; He shall. take of the things that are mine and show. 
them unto you.” Tti is thus he makes us to “ behold, as ina glass, | 
the glory of the Lord, till we are changed into the same image, from. 
glory to glory, even. as. by the Spirit: of God.” This I believe to be 
the peculiar office of the Holy Spirit toward God’s people: so to take 
the unspeakable loveliness of Christ and show it unto them, as ‘that. 
their entire affections are effectually won to Christ. It is thus that 
he circumeises their hearts, to love the Lord their God with all their _ 
heart, and with all their soul , that they may live. It is thus that “He — 
- sprinkles clean water upon them,” even the pure water of Christ’s 
loveliness, “and makes them clean: from all thetr Julthiness ; and from 
all their idols cleanses them.” It-is thus that “He promises to dwell, 
in them and walk in them ;” so that they, “ having these promises, may | 
cleanse themselves from all of the flesh and spirit, perfecting 
holiness in the fear of God.” ; 
And now, dear’ brother, it is because have Teamed so “to | 
and believe the love which Christ hath toward me,” > (taught, as bdo - | 
believe, by the spirit of God,) that [have come to feel that he,inthe ~ 
exercise of that love which passeth knowledge, loves me well enough: 
notwithstanding all my unworthiness, so to manifest to\me his glory 
by his own Holy Spirit, as to “ take away my sins,’ and « crant unto. . 
me, that I, being delivered out of the hands of my enemies, may serve 
him without fear in holiness and righteousness before him all the days » 
of my life.” It is thus I believe that he enables me so to abide i inhim ,. 
that I sin not. You know, my dear brother, how dear to you and 
me is the purity of those — God has made*bone of our bone and 
flesh of our flesh. And since Christ has made us “ members-of his 
body, and of his flesh, and of his bones,” as Paul tells the Chureh at 
Ephesus, does not he love our purity. as much, and will: not his love 
~ accomplish the whole, when’ by. faith we commit our being into’ his 
hands for that purpose? Will he leave us in our impurity, “when. we: 


2 


~ make us clean?” Will he not put forth his. hand and touch us, say- 


“Twill, be thou clean?” especially when he has said, “Iwill 


sprinkle clean’ water upon = and make you clean ; from all your 
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filthiness and from all your idols will I cleanse you.” “ N either shall 
they defile themselves any more with their idols, nor with their detest- 


able things, nor with any of their transgressions. But L will save — 


them out of all their dwelling places wherein they have sinned, and 


will cleanse them. So shall they be my people, and I will be their 


God?” He has covenanted and sworn to do this all the days of our 


life; and has raised up Christ, our horn of salvation, to fulfil the oath, | 


-and he has pledged his blood that it shall be done for all who will 


come and confide in him. . I confess, my brother, that it looks to me ~ 
dike an amazing sin to doubt Christ’s faithfulness and power and love 
on this subject. He said to his Father, the glory which thou gavest - 


me, have | given them, that they may pe,one as we are, thatthe — 
world may know that thou hast sent me. It was his glory to’ bruise 
the head of Satan completely under his feet, and to maintain a com- 


plete victory over the world as long as he was’in it. He has given 


this glory to us, and “ this is the victory that overcometh the world, — 


even our faith.’ Nothing but unbelief can deprive us of this glory. 
And now, my brother, I wish to offer’a few thoughts, touching the 


particular points of which we conversed during the few moments which ~ 


\ 


I suppose that our emotions are not strictly acts-of the will. “ Fam 


sure that it is not in our power to awaken or- suppress them at plea- 


— sure. «These emotions, 1 believe, in a heart: truly.alive to God, will 


be more or less intense, in proportion degree of vividness and 
clory of :those maniestations ofthe -love | 
Holy Spirit shall at thé time make to the mindy ~ These emotions may, 


Suchi.as to overpower-the strength of the body. “This true, at 
Umes, asyou are aware, of Mus. Edwards. It was also true of "Ben- | 


‘Dent, at a time when his people found him in a grove, during the jn- 


_termission of .publie worship ona Sabbath, so overpowered by the. : 


a 

| a 


\ 


_. phed in the negative. And ‘now in relation to this, | wish to say a - 


liness-of Christ’ which 


we spent together. | ie 
You remarked that you had had seasons of such deep and overpow- | 4 
ering-eniotion under’ the manifestation of the presence and. love of + & 
Chiist, that you had felt like sayinv, Lord, it is enouch; I can endure 
no mores; but that you did not see that even then, it was possible for | ‘i 
ma =you to know that you were capable of no-higher emotions of love to | 
~~ God than you did at such-timés actually feel; and therefore, though 4 
i. you were to fecl the same strength of emotion continually, you would a 
~- not be able to say tliat you did absolutely love God with all your r; 
Mm You also asked whether could be absolutely certain, in any sea- A 
son of joyous emotion (however interesting) which might be awakened > 
_,, by the manifestations of. the love of Christ, that my being was abso- 
lutely ingapable ‘of sustaining any: higher emotions? To which I re- 
| 
th 


| 
| 
7 


obliged to request them to carry him to his pulpit, where he prayed 


to address his congregation. Now it seems to me that a man can no | 


.- frustrate the grace of God, for if righteousness come by the law, then. : 


O 


; _Pfomises, in which such a redemption is so 
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manifestations of God’s presence as to be unable to stand, and was — 


that the glory might be so far withdrawn as that he might have strength 


more awaken or. suppress such emotions at pleasure, than he can 


makea world. I believe that’ this is the work of the Holy Spirit, and 


that He only can accomplish it; and that these alone, are not all the 
_ evidences, to say the least, to which we are to look, when we would | 
know whether we love God with all our hearts. I believe that, the , 


_ righteousness of the believer is the righteousnessof faith ; and that © 


faith is regarded in the Bible as an act of the will, astwhen it is said; ~ 
~“ Behold; God is my salvation ; I will trust and not be afraid, for the 
Lord Jehovah is my strength and my song; he also is become my 

Salvation.” 'To this resolution of trusting in,.God is annexed 

_ promise, “ Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of - 
salvation, and shall say, praise the Lord; call upon his name ; declare’ 
among the people his doings; make mention that his name is exalted.” 

ow when a soul that has. been’ truly hungering and thirsting after) 


righteousness, and feeling that nothing short of full and perpetual con- |’ 
-formity to the will of God can satisfy, looks into the exceeding great” 
aad precious promises of God, which were given that we might be, 

..-partakers of tlie divine nature, “having escaped the corruption thatis 
~ In the world through lust,” and sees that “ Christ is faithful’ and just. | 
_ to forgive us our “sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness,” te eel 
when we come to-him confessing our need and trusting in himy that 


‘“ He was manifested to take away our sins,” and that‘it is our privi- © 
lege to “reckon ourselves dead indeed unto sin, and alive unto God ~ 
through Christ,” he is led by the Holy Spirit to trust in Christ for the 
fulfiment of these: promises. As he! looks upon Chiist he says, 
‘ Behold Christ is my salvation from sin: I will trust and not be | 
afraid.” Christ.accepts him, and sends the Holy Spirit to shed abroad’ 
in his heart the perfect love of God. He receives a olorious maniles- .. 
tation of the love of Christ. He finds unbelief taken away, the love 
of the world subdued, self crucified, and a most delightful conscious-_ 
ness that his heart’ is cleansed from the love of ‘every object that is | 
_ Opposed to the will of God. Like Paul, he can-say, “I, through the — | 
law, am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. »1,am crucified » 
with Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me3_ 
the life which L-now live here in the flesh, [ live: by the ‘faith of 
the Son of God,'who loved. me and wave himself for me.: “I ‘do not 


Christ were dead in vain.” His whole being rests upon the faithtal- 


f Christ, that‘he shall be kept by him pure from, all iniquity, -by ia 
Teceiving the. fulfilment of all those exceeding great and precious»: 


abundantly pledged. 
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Letter by Rev. Charles Fitch. 


knows that he does not. doubt or distrust his Saviour. His whole - 
being is at rest in Christ. Thus he abides in @hrist. He lives free » 
from condemnation, and dwells i in perfect peace with God. - ‘He finds» 
his propensities subjugated to God’s will. It is as meat and drink 
to do the will of his heavenly Father. He finds rest to his soul. By~ = 
* seasdns the Holy Spirit so manifests Christ that his whole heart over- = ss 
flows, and his strength will scarce sustain His cup: runneth. 
over.” If these emotions were perpetual, he could neithereat nor “a 
sle D, 1 nor preach the gospel; but in that state of sweet. tranquillity — eye 
which he enjoys at other times, he is in the best manner prepared to 
discharge all the duties, and meet all the trials, and overcome all the | 
_ temptations of life. “His peace is as a river, and his righteousness as- 
waves of the sea. He 1S abundantly: satisfied with the. fatness of 
- God’s house, and drinks continually of the river of his pleasures. 
— God satisfies his longing soul, and fills his hungry soul with seodneys? eae 
“The objects which the men of this world aim at, areto him lighter 
than air, while it is perfect joy to him to devote. his all to, the honor. Ne IGE 
of Christ and the salvation of a perishing world: Like Jeremiah, he 
finds God’s word and eats it, and God’s word is unto him the and, 
of his heart. An a spiritual sense— 


4 « Remote man, with God bie his d 
| Prayer all business, all his pleasure praise. 
He lives ; in the weld for the everlasting cood of the world, and: not 
for his own gratification. While: his faith in his Redeemer fails: not, he | 
~ fears no evil, is strong in the Lord and in the power of his’ rhight 
' , against all his spiritual foes, and is thus. “ delivered out of the hand. of | 
his enemies, and serves God without fear in holiness and righteous- — 
ness before him all the days of his life.’ He knows the perfect love 
of God that casts out fear ; for he\that. loveth dwelleth in God and. 
God in him. This is w hat I regard as the perfection of Christian char- 
acter ‘on earth’. It is by no means the perfection of heaven, but is 
that * obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ” unto which 
we are called on earth: “In whom we also, after that we believe, | 
are sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, which’is the covenant of _ 
‘our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased 
unto the praise.of his glory.” 
trust, déar~ brother, you. will receive this communication. as” the 
overflow. toward you of a heart that 1S conscious of. loving 
all who: love the Lord. -Jesus Christ. Lvam ‘sure that ['should not’. 
have’ thought of thus addressing you, had it not been the traly 
-Christian-like manner in which you songht-me out and found me,and 
expressed the feelings ‘of your heart to me, ‘on board the boat. M 
| 


‘ - 


heart loves you for it; -and ever W vill. May the Lord bless-you and. | 
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yours with the richest effusions of his grace, with the richest enjoy- 
ment of our blessed Redeemer’s love, until we are received fo a dwell- 
‘ing not made with hands, eternal in the heavens, to praise and | enjoy 
God without intermission and without end. | | 2 
Yours in Christ Jesus, CHARLES Fircu, 


\ 
1 


For the Guide to Perfection. 


Lynn, October 7, 1840. 


Br. Kina,-'The ardent desire I have to please. God, as 
well as advance my own spiritual interests, and benefit others, may 
be a suflicient excuse for addressing you. 


many years | have enjoyed a tolerably wood state of 
feeling; endeavored outwardly to adorn wy. Christian’ profession ; fel 


a strong desire for the salvation of souls; and do. not: know but I’ - 
~ ouvht to acknowledge to the praise of my heavenly. Father, who bath 


helped me, that I have been enabled: to encourage many’a careless 


sinner to forsake his Iniquities, and « ‘pointed many a penitent to the © 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins of the world. Yet, not- 
withstanding the degree of Christian consolation enjoyed in the per-— 
formance of these and other duties, my mind has often been depressed 

with a consciousness of unfitness for heaven, anda painful uncertainty 


the. future, whiel-I felt might” be removed” by the blessed“ 
assurances of perfect love, or holiness of heart and many times» 


have lendeavored to seek that to God's will which such 
a state supposes. 
_ Perhaps L ought to say, that if we have one propensity to sin’ n-greater 
than another, my most powerful temptation is unbelief; and it not 
only affects my saving faith in Christ, as unbelief does, more or less, 
all Christians troubled with it, but it has, from my earliest recollec- 


tions, made me skeptical m reference to all scripture and ‘all spiritual» - 


things. How mind can affect mind, or spirit operate on spirit, has 
frequently embarrassed my faith, if not entirely paralyzed its strength. 
This difficulty has at once met me almost invariably, when convicted 
of the need.of a deeper work of grace in the heart—that work which 
should take away the fear of death; that work without which I felt. 3 
_ Was comparatively unhappy. My reasoning (or the temptation) was 
this: If faith, implicit faith, in Christ as the atonement, and in the, 
Holy Spirit as the sanctifier, be essential, how can ‘my ‘unbelieving 
heart gain, or if I gain, how can | possibly: retain it? Just as the — 
awakened sinner excuses Aumself: “Tf 1 obtain religion, I fear I shall 
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! not retain it; and solive on in its neglect. My mind was also much 
| perplexed by the lives of many who made a profession of the blessing 
of holiness, so unlike what I considered the true standard ; and I had 
‘almost concluded very few either did or could enjoy what I felt was 
_ so essential to a fitness for heaven—at least I could not. — | 
But thanks be to my heavenly Father, I have of late been better — 
instructedgnot only by experienced friends, and the word of God, but _ 
J trust also hy the Holy Spirit. I now see in order to, be a perfect: 
Christian, I need perfect faith as well as perfect love; and that the 
«°_ssacrifice by Christ being complete, it adapts itself to my unbelieving 
heart; that if one Christian can. be prepared for heaven, all may—I .. 
may; if it is the privilege of one Christian to rejoice in hope of the. 
glory of God, and. not only be able to say, “O, death, where is thy _ 
sting ; O, grave, where is thy victory?” but feel ready to live or 
_ ready to die, all may—I may. For this I am seeking; yes, | may 
_ Say striving. I many times feel an earnest of the blessing, and am 
able to.cry, Abba Father. I must acknowledge a great work already » 
wrought, but more need; more I may bave. Sometimes realize 
~~ expect no more than I implicitly trust my heavenly Father 
for; and am almost able to ask largely, and believe accordingly. I 


frequently feel with the poet, 


thee, O Lord, [ put my trust 
| | Thy sacred word is past}, 
And I,whodare thy word believe, | | 
Shall live to God at last. 

rest in thine almighty power, 
‘The name of Jesus is my tower, 
: That hides my life above 
Thou canst, thod- wilt my helper'be, 

The faithful God of love, 


\ xe ky | 
We 


While stillto thee Yor HelpIcall, 
Thou wilt not suffer me to fall ; | 
\ wilt not let me SIN | 


4 

} \ tng 


‘This.is my ardent desire, and this my faith would fain claim, even 
now. [donot know that I do not have the things I ask... I some-. 
_ umes think T only lack the evidence. 1 canand do say, oe 
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‘¢ Wherefore, in never-ceasing prayer, 
_ My soul to thy continual care 
faithfully commend ; | 
Assured that thou through life wilt sye, 
— And show thyself beyond the grave Et 
everlasting friend.” 


Yours in Christian fellowship, NS. 


the to Christian Perfection. | 


THE wane RAIMENT. 
Sometimes I upward lift mine eyes, 
And, filled with pleasure, see 
‘The happy hosts that throng the skies, 
~The blood-washed company. | 


How beautiful their robes 

‘Their garments all, how white! 
Fair as the sun’s ascending ray, 
And clear as noon-day light. 


“©, Saviour! thoushast made them ¢lean, 
garments that they, wear ; 
_ And all who wash in thee their sin, \ } 


| too wear that spotless dress 

Its beauty Imay prove; 
it is the robe of holiness, | | 
The dress of perfectlove, 


\ 


\ 


For the Guide to Christian el bs 


\ Solon, (Me.) Oct. 25, 1840. 
Dear Brotaer Merrirr,—Permit me to say through the Guide 
that I dearly love the precious Bible doctrine of Christian Perfection, _ 
and that [ wish to contribute my mite in promoting so good a cause - 
that of spreading scriptural holiness through the land. 
Glory be.to od lor what he has done ¢ even in this northern chime, 
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~ what we call aclass prayer meeting, to labor exclusively for holiness ; 
all are required to take a part, and to centre all the efforts to this one 
point, and through this means there are already living witnesses raised 


fle guides me in the better way, 


The Saviour our Help. ee 135 


and in this house where I am now writing, within a few weeks. | Afier 
~ coming from the Millennial Grove “os meeting in August last, wh 


God displayed his saving povfor We established 


up to testify of a truth that the blood of Jesus cleanseth from all sin. 


I first took this course on Livermore some four or five years 
-since,'in consequence of a suggestion from y 


and wherever I have introduced it, and it has been properly attended 


to, God has been in-our midst of a truth. Yes, my brethren, the spirit — 


of holiness is gloriously revived in the church, and sinners have been 


converted on my circuit. I have already | received twenty-five on — 


_ probation since conference.. Some of these are earnestly seeking for | 
full redemption in the blood of the Lamb. 


Your unworthy brother, Joun 
| 
yy | 


| For the Guide to Christian Perfection, 
“THE SAVIOUR OUR HELP. 


Long did the clouds and darkness roll 
Around my troubled breast, 
No starlight shone upon my 
oN | My footsteps found no rest. 


) To human help I looked around, 
But vainly sought relief; 
‘No balm of Gilead I found, — 
No healing for my grief. | i. | 


Then to the Saviour’s help I ied: 
He, listening, heard. my prayer ; 
‘ saw his wounded hands and side, 
And felt hope was there. 


| He makes my footsteps strong: 
gloomy- night is.changed to day, 
And sadness changed. BONG 


urself in the public print, 
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the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


é 


HAVING A. THE PRACTICE OF. HOLINESS, 


Thou hast contended with Satan, and hast been successful. Thou hast fought 
with him, and he has fled from thee.- But, O, remember his artifices. Do not | 


indulge the belief that his nature is changed. True, indeed, he is now very com- 


_ placent, and is, perhaps, » singing thee some syren s song ; ; but he was never 


ore of 
a devil than he is now: He “now assaults thee, by not assaulting cette ; and knows | 


_ that he shall conquer, when THOU FALLEST ASLEEP. 


XXXII. 
The value of a thing i is known by what it takes to preserve eit, as well as by. what 


: it originally cost.» Me en may steal your diamonds, who would. not trouble things of 


Jess worth. 
‘does he mistake, who supppee that it can | be preserved by any thing shorts of ETER- 


‘The cost of holiness was the blood of the Son of God; and greatly 


‘If easthly plate are permitted to spring up in the heart, how is it ‘possible that j.\ 
the tree of holiness should flourish ? With the ground already occupied with : 


\ earthly. products, the roots of sanctification, deprived of the nourishment which 


/ 


should sustain them , necessarily wither and die. There is not nutriment enough 
- to sustain both. Hence it is that. our Saviour, i in his divine wisdom, tells us of those 
who are choked with the rereaii and cares, and pleasures of this life, ‘aud BRING 


NO FRUIT TO PERFECTION.” | | 


The: ‘power of. Satan-is great. And itis his appropriate. continually to. 
/ assault the saints of God. If then, i in some unhappy and evil moment, (by thine 


~ own fault be it remembered,) he gains an advantage, lament over it deeply, but do 


not be discouraged. Remember, if the great enemy gets from thee thy resolution, 
thy fixed purpose, he gets all. To be defeated is not to be wholly destroyed. But 
on the contrary,.he, and he only, hath victory written upon his forehead, who, in — 
the moment of his severest overthrow , hath aut the heart to say, ‘with the Lord 
helping me, LL TRY AGAIN. gt | 
XXXIV. 

~ It seems to Rave been the doctrine of some advocates of Shridtian perfection, 

especially some pious Catholics of former times, that the various propensities and 


affections, and particularly the bodily appetites, ought to be entirely. ‘eradicated. \ 
But this doctrine, -when carried to its full extent, is one of the artifices of Satan, by, _ 


which the cause of. holiness has been greatly injured. It 1s more difficult to regu-- 
| late the natural principles than to destroy them ; and there is no doubt that the 
more difficult duty in this case, is the: scripture one. We are not required to erad- | 
icate our natural propensities and affections, but to purify them. We are not 
Fequired to cease to pe men, but merely , to become holy men, — 
| 4.0 
ti is of the nature of holiness to unite with whatever is uke itself, It flics on 
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; eagle 6 wings to meet its own image. Avcordingly the soul, so long as itis vated | 
ee with gin, has an affinity with what is sinful. But when it is purified from iniquity, 


_ ™“ it ascends boldly upward and rests, by the impulse of its own being, in the bosom of 


its God. The-element of separation is taken away; and a union, strong as the 

universe and lasting as eternity, necessarily takes place. he He that is $.yenned unto” | 
, the Lord, ws one vie 17. | 

It ‘is sometimes the case “that those who are seeking sanctification, anticipate 
results which are more, accordant with human wisdom, than with the ways of — 
divine Providence. They say, “ make me clean, and [ shall have UNDERSTANDING. 

‘Sanctify me, and | shall. be made stronG.” Such anticipations, which show that 

_ the heart is not yet delivered from its wortdliness, are not confirmed, in the sense 
in which they now exist in the mind, by their subsequent experience. When sanc- 
tified, as they are thoroughly emptied of self, they haye neither wisdom nor strength — 
of their own. They know not what to do, nor how to do it. They abhor the idea / 
of placing confidence in themselves, and find they must apply to the Saviour for ' 
every thing. They derive all from him. In the language of scripture, he is made — 
to them ‘‘ wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption ; that, 

hs according as it is written, HE THAT GLORIETH, LET HIM GLORY IN THE Lory.” 


XXXVIL. 
“Iti is a telangholy fact, that the religion of mins persons: is nat constantly. opera- 
. tive, but is manifested periodically, or at some particular times, It is assumed, 
./ for instance, on the Sabbath; but is laid aside on the shelf during the week phe | 
“But true holiness, be it remembered, is nota thing to be worn for occasions; to be 
put off or put on, with an easy scbochanadathel lo circumstances or one’s private 
‘convenience. “a too. deep root in the heart to be so easily disposed of as such — 
a course would imply. It is meat, with which we are fed; clothing, with which 


we are clothed ; the interior and. which animates and 
sustains the whole many | 


| “The is ‘somewhere and very correctly, that ‘it isa great loss to 

lose. an affliction.” Certain it is that afflictions have great power in purifying the 

mind. And if it be true that mental purification, in other words, holiness, isa 

result of all others the most desirable, we may properly attach a great value to 
whatever tends to this result. Picanatities flatter us with the hope that our rest is - 


| ae ere; but afflictions lead our thoughts to another and a better land. ¢ Whom the | 
ord loveth he chasteneth ; sand scourgeth every son that he receiveth. ry i 


It is a striking ramark, ascribed to St. Augustine, that raver is the n measure fs co, RT 
love. A remark which implies that those who love much will pray much; and iY Me 
that those who pray much will love much. This remark is not more scripturally | ' - 
than philosophically true. Itis the nature of | love to lead the person whoexercises | Robs aba 
this passion, as it were, out of himself, His heart is continually. attracted toward 
the beloved object. He naturally and necessarily. exercises, in connection with the — 
object of love, the communion of the affections. And this, it will be readily seen, | a 
viz: the communion of the affections, is the. essential’ characteristic ; and perhaps © Sa 
it may be said, the essence and sum of prayer.» In acceptable prayer the soulgoes 
forth to God in various acts of adoration, aati eitie and thanksgiving; all of 3 
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of spirit is the same thing with spiritual imbecility. But this certainly is nota cor- 


- wisdom from above ; : the negation and banishment of our own strength, that we 


4 the panoply of heaven ? 


Christian grace which it is difficult to define, but which implies at least a quiet and 
subdued, a meek and forbearing spirit. 


of God, has the additional efficacy of disarming, in a considerable degree, even the 


Meatility of unholy men. It has the appearance ofa contradiction 3 in terms, but is. 
true, that he who walks in walks i in Power. 
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which imply feelings of trust and confidence, ud particularly ‘ie to hins who j is>. 


the object of prayer. Accordingly he, who loves much, cannot help praying much, jipat 


_ And on ‘the othe mand, whgp the streams of holy: communion with God fail in an y 


considerable degree, it is a stire sign that there is a shallowfess’ and drought i in 1 that 
fountain of love, from which they have their source. 


XL. 
The divine life, which 1 in every stage of its existence depends upon the presence 
of the Spirit of God, places a high estimate on mental tranquillity. It is no new 
thing to remark that the Holy Spirit. has no congeniality with, and | ‘no pleasure in 
the soul, where strife and clamor have taken possession. If, therefore, we would 
have the Holy Spirit with us always, we must avoid and flee, with all the intensity | 


of our being, all inordinate coveting, all envying, malice, and evil speaking, all 


impatience, jealousy and anger. Of such a heart, and such only, which is calm ase 
well as pure, partaking something of the self. collected and sublime tranquillity of 
the divine mind, can it be said, in the truest and highest sense, that it is a TEMPLE 
FOR THE INDWELLING OF THE Guost. 


| 


Where there is true Christian perfection, there | is siways great bemility’s 


Whatever: may be our supposed gifts and | 
graces, whatever may be our internal pleasures and raptures, they are far from fur- 


nishing evidence of completeness of Christian character without humility. It is 
this grace which, perhaps more than any other, imparts a beauty and attractiveness 
to the religious life ; and which, while it is blessed with the favor and approbation — 


It is, perhaps, a common idea that humility implies weakness ; and that lowliness 


rect view. Christian’ humility, it is true, has nothing in itself; but it has much in 
God. Ina word, it is the renunciation of our own wisdom, that we may receive. 


may possess divine strength ; the rejection of our own righteousness, that we. 
may receive the righteousness of Christ. How, then, can it possibly be weak and 
imbecile, while it merely casts off the broken shield of earth, that it it may py on. 


\ 


| 
In vain does the man attpmnpt to see, whose sight i is doecured by the cataract; or: 
by some other equally ruinous listens. Nor is he less blind, over whose spiritual 
eye sin has drawn its opaque scales and films. Hence it is said in scripture,“ The 


light shineth i in darkness, and the « darkness comprehended it not.” But break off. 


and purge away the spiritual cataract, and the power of vision will return. | In | 
proportion as the eye of the soul is purified from the perplexity of earth’y corrup- 
tions, does-Christ become the true light of. the.mind; andthe beauty of the divine oT 
character begins from that moment to unveil itself in all its wonderful perfection. 
} BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART, FOR THEY SHALL SEE Gop.” 
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temptation, which threatens to engulph_ the. soul. Lees: the soul 
_ Stayed on Christ, in the time of ws necessity ; the hour of jeopardy 
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Pray earnestly for ‘be the ‘desire “of your 
morning till evening, and from evening till morning. On this subject keep the soul | 
resolutely fixed. Take no denial. Refuse to be comforted, till you are blessed. 


But nevertheless, be careful, that you impose no conditions upon God. Say not, 
- thou must do it in this way or inthat. Remember, He is asovereign; and that you 

- are nothing. Sometimes He comes and turns out the evil legions of the Git with | 
observation and witha triamphant shout. But not unfrequently He is 


nighty in 
his silence, and smites ‘and destroys his enemies by an agency so mysterious and — 


| secret, that it seems to be alike unseen and unheard. 


XLV. 


When on a certain occasion the pious Fenelon, after heaving. experienced much 


~ trouble and persecution from his opposers, was advised by some one to take’ greater. 
precautions against the artifices and evil-designs of men, he made answer in the 
true spirit of a Christian, MORIAMUR IN SIMPLICITATE NOSTRA, “6 let. Us die i in our 


simplicity.”’ He that is wholly in Christ, has a oneness and purity of purpose, , é s 


-’ altogether inconsistent with those tricks and subterfuges, which are 0) common 
among men. He walks in the broad. day. He goes forth in the light of conscious ~ 
honesty. He is willing that men and angels should read. the very bottom of bie” 
: heart. He has but one rule. His language is, in the ordinary affairs of. mre as well 


as in the duties of religion, My Father, what wilt thou have me todo?” his 1 18 


| Christian a and happy, aries Pappy } is he whe possesses it. 


SACRED ‘MEDITATION 


And aman ‘shall be as an hiding place, the and a covert from the 
as rivers of water in a dry place, as of a cat rock in wear — 
Isa. 2, 


In the spiritual pret: as well as in the natural, ee are storms 


tempests. They sometimes, in an unguarded moment, rush upon 


the soul, and seem ready to overpower it; and most certainly. would, 


did we not hide ourselves at once in Christ. ‘Trusting in Him, we 
_ are always safe, and even the tempest passes us unburt. “There is 
power in faith to bear up the soul under all assaults from the world, 


the flesh, and the devil, and he who trusts alone in Christ, may ride 
securely, like Noah’s ark: above the flood, the deluge of sin and 


is the time of bis- love and power ; call with earnestness on him for 


help, and he will appear, “a Present help i in time of need, Thus 


For the Guide Christian Peifection. 
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honor him with thy love and confidence, and he will shew thee his 
Jove and power. ‘He knows how to deliver the godly out of tempt-— 
ation. Weary wanderer, scorched by the sun’s heat, and then again 
chilled by the winter’s blast, come and find a resting place, under the 
shadow of Jesus. His is a lengthened shadow, and will protect thee 
every whit; and wherever thou goest, it will be to thee as a pillar of 
cloud by day and of fire by night; just what thofi needest. Say ye, 
who have found this shadow, and are resting beneath the wing of his 
love, what do the storms of' avail to. harm. thee? Art thou not 
secure, while trusting to his love, while leaning on his bosom, let 
whatever ills may surround thee? Rest thou always, O my soul, on 
- Jesus, and thou art safe, not only from the malice of wicked men, ‘but. 


_ purposes to worry thee, and cause thee to sin, then ‘do thou always 


as thy shield, and thy strength. Let Satan-find nothing in thee but 


refuge in every time of trouble. 
I trust; to thy power, to thy protection, l commit the keeping of my 


Lord, thou all dings, thot that I love. thee.’ 


-\ my heart, canst read there the entire devotion of my soul to thee; 
the love that burns. unceasingly, and owns no rival to thee. If I do 
not love thee, O my Saviour, I love nothing. Then is my soul 
Without | emotion. But thou knowest that I love. thee. ‘Thou art 
the centre about which all my thoughts revolve. I am on earth, yet 


- cognizance of me, and of my little concerns. What is too minute for 


what man should be, and what man may be, by grace, through faith, 


Who will not put out the love. of self, the love of the world, to receive 
the Tight, and beauty, and glory, which comes from loving Jesus, and 


from thy greater enemy, Satan. When he cometh, with his hellish - 


the love of Jesus, and thou art safe, art secure. — Blessed be our God. 
and Father, for the gift of a Saviour to be man’s hiding. pape and 


Leaving every other refuge, O Jesus, I fly to thee; under thy \ wing ) 


soul. [have no strength against my foes, separate from thee. But» 


happy soul, that can appeal to the omniscient ‘Jesus and 
say, Lhou knowest that I love thee. Thou, who.seest the de pths of. 


my heart, my treasure is in heaven, for thou art there. Gladly do 
1 give up all for thee. I count nothing a sacrifice which thou 5! 
_demandest. I love thy holiness, thy condescension. ‘Thou dost take - 


thee? I love. thee for thy humanity ; ; for shewing in thy example, — es 


_in thee. . Sweet to rely on thee asa brother, friend. and prove — 
thee faithful. ‘Sweet to prove thee, Jesus,.a saviour from Yes, 
_- JT love thee, with my whole heart. O may my heart enlarge, to take 
more and. more.of thine own nature. Love, immortal principle, 
divine love! Whose heart does not pant to receive and cherish it? 


present a heart impenetrable, because resting on Jesus. Present Jesus 
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‘The Perfect Christian. 


Jesus only? Whose heart would not embrace the full image of love? 
—The-love of Jesus, what honor it gains to the soul. It brings Christ 
down to dwell on earth. It is a transforming principle. ‘The soul 
— that loves Jesus, grows up into his likeness. ‘I'he love of Jesus unites 
not with the love of sin; there is no agreement of Christ and Belial. 
The love of Jesus unites not with the love of the world. If any man 
ove the world, the love of the Father is not in him. ‘Think not, that 
thou lovest Jesus, if thou lovest not holiness. © ‘Think not that thou: 
lovest Jesus, if thou art careless about doing his will. If any man love. 
me, he.will keep my words, says Jesus ; and I and my Father will come 
to him, and make our abode with him. See here, what 1s compre- 


For the Guide, to Christian Perfection. 


THE PERFECT CHRISTIAN. 
| A perfect Christian is not placed beyond the reach of temptation. — 
Some have supposed that when.a Christian was made perfect, he 
could no longer be tempted. Such have greatly erred, not knowing 
_° tetruth. Perhaps there are none so severely tempted and tried as ee 
the holy Christian. It is true, the devil, nor any of his works, find \ 
| any place in his heart, yet thereis almost an unceasing effort to make 
_ an entrance there. It is the perfect Christian that the devil wishes, 
_. above all others, to destroy. Against him he directs ,his arrows with | 
_ Increasing hostility. Having been denied a place in his heart, his 
~ object now is to regain his former residence. For this, he will sum- 
mon all his art, cunning, forces, and malignity. He must beattacked = 
at every assailable point. No exertion is unmade that the Christian 
may be overthrown. And the better to accomplish his purpose, = + 
Satan will transform himself into an angel of light. Now, if possible, 
he will make every thing appear very attractive’ and lovely. He 


labors to make an impression on the mind, which, though often — Silt 
_unperceived by the Christian, he designs for his destruction. Presented 
such a form, the impression may be taken. for a divine impression, 
~ and thus the Christian may be greatly deceived ;.and being deceived = 
under such circumstances, how fatal may be the result Hence 
importance of regarding the admonition of the apostle: ‘ Beloved, — ath 
_ believe not every. spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: BAT) 

— because many false prophets are gone into the world. . Hereby know 

ye the spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus. Christ 

's come in the flesh, is of God. And every spirit that confesseth not 
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that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is not of God. And this is that 


spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and 


-even now already is it in the world.”—1 John, iv. 1, 2, 3. ‘How 


many have fallen from this high state of Christian experience through | 


‘the workings of Satan, which they have mistaken for the operations 
of the spirit of God? Therefore, “try the spirits whether they be 


of God.” Be not “ deceived. ”? Remember that Satan can not only 


appear in the form of a subtle serpent, ‘of a roaring lion, but also in 


the: form of an angel of light.—2 Cor. xi. 14. Do not entertain the 
idea for a moment, that, though you are made perfect in love; you are 


beyond the influence of temptation. Many by listening to this delu- 
‘sive suggestion of the great deceiver, have sold their birthright. 


Remember, too, that the happy pair in Eden, in their sinless state, 


_were tempted. Unhappily they listened to the temptation, and how ik 


dreadful the result. Our blessed Saviour also was tempted, who— 


“knew no sin.” Even “ forty days was he tempted of the devil.” . 


And think you, though you may have a heart freed from sin, that you 


the constant. appropriation: of the blood of Christ. Preposterous iS 


~ are beyond the reach 1 of this subtle deceiver? Watch every moment - 
against his deceptions. Listen not to his “devices.” He is a liar, 
and the father of hes. His object is to bring you into darkness, and 
finally to rum. Depend alone on Christ. He who was “ tempted in 


all points like as we are, and yet without sin,’’ can succor those that 


are tempted. 


To be a perfect Christian does not prevent the necessity of 


sentiment’ that when the Christian is made perfect, he no longer 


needs the efficacy of the blood of Christ. None need the eonstant r 
_ application of thé blood of Christ more than does the holy Christian. [ 


None feel the need of his blood more than do such. ‘The constant 
/ language of their hearts 1 Is, 


They. needed the blood of Christ, to make ‘them clean ; they now. 
need his blood to keep them clean. ‘They can no more be kept 


perfect without his blood than they could be made perfect without 


it. The Christian never. will be placed in circumstances” where 


he will not need the efficacy of the atoning blood. By faith in the 


atoning merit, he is enabled to walk, to live, to. stand fast in- his pro- 


fession, and to press forward in the discharge of all Christian duties, ail 
amid all the trials and disappointments _ of life, to his eternal reward 


“im heaven. Letno one suppose, therefore, that he can live one mo- _ 
~ ment without Christ ; that he can retain the great blessing of perfect \ * 


love without a constant trust. in the merit of his death. To the holy: . 


3 soul, Christ is all and IN aLL. He dare not for one moment trust a : 


other object, however great that In Chnst “live 


Sy, 


Every moment, Lord, we the merit of tied 
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Extract of a, Letter 743. 


moves, “and has his being.” © 'T he 4 life he now lives is by faith on | 
the Son of God.” He is “content with nothing but a present Saviour, 
a present faith, a present heaven. He believes now, receives now, 


and his ‘joy is full.” He feels every moment that the “ blood ot 
Jesus Christ his Son saves from’all sin.” W. A. 


. 
/ 


For. he to Christian Perfection. | 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER. 


“Os the. subject of Pérfection, cprrect instruction is a a great 
desideratumn. A sort-of dreamy perfection prevails too much. It is. 
often a temporary | flame which is sought after, instead of a calm, | 
sendy and holy fire. Attendant circumstances are mistaken for the — 
thing itself, and sometimes a mere burst of feeling is substituted forthe 
realities of holiness. If. those, who are interested, would. endeavor? 
| sia to instruct the’ church on the subject, instead of trying to excite their eR 
feelings so much, I believe more good would be done. Idonot mean ¥ 
to imply, however, that ‘it is not necessary to enlist the feclings, but * 9-4: Ae 
when so much instruction is needed, it seems to me, that it would be oa 
better to spend more of the time in our meetings: for this purpose, in eg yi ae 
laying the foundation, in teaching the doctrine. 
As. regards myself, [ think I now understand how I have tiled a 
the mark, notwithstanding I have been seeking the blessing so long, | 
and under so favorable circumstances. The mystery is. solved, and 
made clear by the word of God. See Col. ii. 20. . I see clearly what 
the difficulty has been with me. I have not been dead tothe world, 
Not long since I saw the ground on which [had stumbled, and came 
toa resolution to know, if possible, what it meant by being dead tothe TON 
world. And trust I Rave’ now become dead to the world, by offer- 
‘ing myself a living sacrifice-to the Lord. I have consecrated the. 8: 
| powers and faculties of my mind, the strength of” my body, and what- 
ever God has given me, all to the Lord, to be used to his glory. This — 
determination of mind, this consecration: I not only made before God 
- but declared it openly at. class. meeting. Ihave steadily, since then, ee 
_ pursued the way of faith in. Christ, by the’ way of consecration to == 
Hin, and have experienced life siving influence from it. I think I 
-am now enabled to do the will of God, and act for‘his glory, and that 
solely. I trust am now enjoying though perhaps ina low degree, 
compared with many others, the blessing of a sanctified State, “the 
beginning of that great work of ' ‘grace in the heart, 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER BY A WESLEYAN LOCAL PREACHER. 
1 hae given God my undivided heart ; jettering 0 that he does accept of it, and 
believing that the blood of Christ cleanseth us from all sin.” a stone which 
the builder takes, and puts on the foundation, so do I lie on Christ’s blood and God’s 
ming, a refusal-to regard Frames as* 
criterion of my state —but believing he does save, whether filled or emptied,— 
"raised ‘up or cast down ; leaving the quantity of comfort to God's wisdom, knowingI 
not saved by feeling, but by faith. It is holiness { want, and ecstacy, 
A solid peace is my birthright; withthatI amcontent. If God give me more | am. 
thankful ; if not, I am content, knowing that the trial of my faith is more precious 
than uncertain ecstacies. J never look at my imperfections without believing that 
his blood does, that moment, wash them all away. One act of faith does more good | 
than twenty years’ prayer and duties without it. My prayer is now different from 
what it was when I was in a justified state. I don’t ask, expecting an ‘answer 
at some other time, but believe receive it now, while [am g,and the Holy 
Ghost says you nave it, | | 
A-am now praying to be “filled with the Spirit,”’ and Rave received pattial 
glimpses of this state. Itis not an overflowing with joy; this would unfit us,to | 
live in the world; buta stdte of soul. God himself dwells in and fills up every —° f- 
part,—the length, breadth, depth, and height of the law of love; such as thinking 7 
» no evil, bearing all things, believing all things, will be looked at with a steadiness — 
and pleasure, knowing that it is ddéne. It isa distinct state from being cleansed 
from all sin, or emptied : “ this,” bays Mr. Fletcher, ‘isa negative salvation; the 
positive of which is, ‘ And | will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk 
An my statutes, and, ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.’ KXXVi, 
Love, then, is equal to all demands. | 
_ As to my class meetings, I agonize‘in believing | prayer ts the whole of the mem” 
bers of my three classes, that the whole of them may be sanctified throughout, body, 
soul, and spirit, knowing that while.my prayer is béing offered up, “ faithful is he. 
that hath called them, whoalso will do it.” I confess before them my utmost salva 
tion, to the very olitaide of what I enjoy: this honors God, and does not exalt self’ og 
as they who are not cleansed from ie filth of self and pride say, No extnggis can 
be held without confession, | 
pty endeavor to make the atonement of Christ as béing a substitute, and his having 
_ died in my stead, as plain as possible to a consciously lost sinner ; and there is not 
a much difficulty i in doing this when the heart is broken for sin and from sin, “ Belie ve | 
on the Lord Jesus Christ,and thou shalt be saved,” is spoken in mighty pow: er toa 
_ character 1 in this state. The act of believing i is the penitent’s; the saine as At 1S ‘the 5 . 
ties ~act of a man ‘who jamps in in the water when intending ‘to bathe himself. ee 
Christian Advocate and Journ. 
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I> Please to read the cover of the Guide this month, especially the inside. ==, fi. 
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